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Their methods were also very similar. In both cases undaunted audacity characterized their proceedings. Sulla (B.C. 86) did not hesitate to give battle at Chasronea to an army three times as numerous as his own, sent against him by Mithridates, with the result that he gained a complete victory. A Roman Centurion of the Tenth Legion, when taken prisoner, boldly stated that with ten of his men he would beat 500 of the enemy.1 With a mere handful of troops, Clive won the Battle of Plassy and founded the Indian Empire.2 There is, in fact, a good deal of similarity between the Roman and British character. Both nations appear to the best advantage in critical times. Polybius said
1  Mommsen, "History of Rome/7 vol. v., p. 198.
2  Similar instances might be quoted in connection with the Russian conquest of Central Asia.    "At the capture of Tashkend,   under   Chernajeff,   1,500   Russians   opposed 15,000  Khokandian troops  and 90,000  hostile natives" (Vamb&y, " Western Culture in Eastern Lands," p. 152). Perhaps the most striking instances of audacity in the execution of an Imperial policy are to be found in the history of the foundation of the Spanish South American Empire (see, inter alia,  Prescott's  " Conquest of Peru," vol. i., pp.  327, 340, 360, and  " Conquest of Mexico," vol. i, pp. 216, 321).